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Introduction

➔ Data sharing is double-edged sword:

◆ With the rise of ML systems 

comes the need for quality data

◆ Improves productivity and 

efficiency in the broader 

economy 



However, data sharing in a 
responsible and respectful 
manner is difficult 



● Who benefits from data sharing? 

● Who is exploited? 

● What kind of data is shared? 

● Who has access? 

● Who is telling the story? 

● What are the economic returns to communities?



1. What data sharing barriers exist 

in the data ecosystem, and for 

whom?

2. How could we share data 

responsibly and respectfully? 

Research Questions



Data Tropes
● Solutions to all problems rests 

on data 

● AI can “leapfrog” the continent 

into development 

● “Backward” and uneducated





Methodology

➔ We employ storytelling to address issues, such 
as:

◆ Economic inequality

◆ Colonialism

◆ Uneven bargaining power

➔ Stories allow us to tell narratives and express 
challenges and protect the identities of interview/data 
subjects. 



Why storytelling

● Protects data and research subjects 

● Allows us to engage in sensitive/critical conversations with broader 

audience

● Focuses on local narratives from perspective of the African



Power of storytelling



Challenges

● Infrastructure (lack thereof)

● Funding

● Trust

● Awareness

● Data Regulation (lack thereof) 

● Power imbalances

● Data colonialism 



Data Colonialism 



Drink US West LLC 

Benefited 
Global North 
stakeholders 

Lack of 
regulation

Discard for 
local norms 



Soil and apartheid

Trust 



Future work

Continue to conduct interviews and construct personas

Offer guidelines for context - and - human-centered data practices

Research gaps between policy + practices 



Thank you!


